BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

banquet dined in full view of the common people. Some
supped in one of two rooms facing each other. In the
other sat the Shah in solitary state, occasionally inviting
someone into his chamber. At a drinking party a
eunuch ushered them in one by one, to sit upon the ground
beneath the golden feet of the Shah's couch, drinking an
inferior wine to his. Great magnificence was displayed
at these banquets, at the expense of camels, oxen, asses,
stags, sheep, and birds, which were slaughtered; the guests
taking away what they wished, the remnants being fed to
spearmen, the bodyguard, and the servants in lieu of
wages.

"Sometimes," said Rumi, "when the reigning prince
gave an al fresco party, rugs for the guests were placed
upon a bed of rose petals, as large as a haystack."

A hundred years or so ago a Swedish doctor owned a
vineyard at Shiraz, whence his donkeys would carry black
and white grapes, travelling by night to avoid the sun. The
grapes were pressed, as in the days of Noah, by bare feet,
the juice being poured into vessels, leaving skins and a
few stalks for colour and tannin. For sweet wine the grapes
were late gathered. After three days the must was racked
off the skins and stalks. Dry wine matured ,in twenty
days.

"In the nineteenth century," said the P.P., "Shirazi
and Isfahani wines were sent to Europe, but experts are
now of the opinion that it does not travel sufficiently well to
warrant export. So far as I could see casks are not used,
but earthenware vessels."

Rumi listened with interest.

"We have a proverb," said he, "that to be happy a man
must marry a wife from Yezd, which breeds our most
handsome women, eat the bread of Yezdikast, and imbibe
the wine of Shiraz. The Quran forbids us to allow wine
to pass our lips; but when our Lord Muhammad pro-
pounded his teaching, he was in favour of moderate drinking,
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